Board Policy Number 100.000

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

The Board of Education of the Maquoketa Valley Community School District is
committed to a philosophy of service to children. This objective is to help each child develop
as a mature individual and as a contributing member of society. The Board believes that this
objective can best be met through the development of a school program with the scope to
encompass the intellectual, physical, civic, social and aesthetic needs of children in a
democratic society.

The Board of Education realizes that an effective public school program must be
directed toward common needs of all children but must also consider the unique differences
and needs of individual children.

The Board of Education recognizes that the guardianship of public education is a trust
and an obligation --- that the goals of education are fundamentally the goals of democracy.

The Board of Education believes that its purpose and objectives can best be realized
when the program of education is directed through written board policies based on the state
statutes and on the needs of the individual school district.

We expect real educational leadership from the school administration and desire a
teaching staff composed of superior individuals who will set high standards of achievement for
all students. We desire that the program of education be organized so that it will challenge all
students to achieve commensurate with their individual capacities.

We believe that the Maquoketa Valley District will profit most when the professional
staff prepares and utilizes a current and comprehensive study guide for each subject taught.

We further believe that the philosophy and objectives of the Maquoketa Valley Schools
can be implemented best when the program of studies is so organized that a teacher new to
our system can immediately recognize his/her role and responsibility in the total educational
program.

We believe in self-discipline and freedom of choice for students as they are able to
exercise these responsibilities to the advantage of themselves and others. We, as a school
system, believe in a firm and positive correction rather than lax or evasive action in cases of

failure in self-discipline. We believe in an orderly school with respect shown by students for
their teachers, who in turn show respect for the personality and opinions of students.
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