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December School Board Minutes

Regular Board Meeting — December 17,
2025 - 5:30 p.m. — High School Library,
Delhi, Iowa

The regular meeting of the Maquoketa Val-
ley Board of Education was called to order
by President Donna Kunde at 5:30 p.m.

on December 17, 2025 in the High School
Library in Delhi, Iowa. All motions carried
unanimously unless otherwise noted.
Board Members Present —Feldmann,
Kunde, Overman, Smeins, Zietlow

Board Members Absent ~None

Staft Present — Supt. Troy Osterhaus, Tiersa
Frasher, Jackie Moorman and Erika Van-
derloop

Visitors Present -Mike Putz, Trish Dietiker
and Arianna Nolan

Motion was made by Feldmann, seconded
by Zietlow to approve the meeting agenda
as presented. All ayes. Carried.

In a motion by Zietlow, seconded by
Smeins the consent items were approved.
All ayes. Carried.

One open enrollment in and one open
enrollment out approved in a motion by
Overman, seconded by Feldmann. All
ayes. Carried.

The following personnel recommendations
were approved in a motion by Zietlow,
seconded by Overman:

Michaela Saunders - employed as Spring
Play Director (.5 FTE)

Ann Cooksley — employed as Spring Play
Director (.5 FTE)

All ayes. Carried.

Motion was made by Overman, seconded
by Feldmann to approve the 2025-2026
SBRC Application for Increasing Enroll-
ment, Open Enrollment Out and LEP In-
struction Beyond Five Years for $161,566.
This will allow the district to increase
spending authority. A roll call vote was an-
swered as follows: Feldmann, aye; Kunde,
aye; Overman, aye; Smeins, aye; Zietlow,
aye. Carried.

Motion was made by Feldmann, seconded
by Zietlow to approve the 2026-2027 SBRC
Modified Allowable Growth for Dropout
Prevention. The Board approved the max-
imum amount allowed by state law which
is $204,285. Roll call vote was answered

as follows: Feldmann, aye; Kunde, aye;
Overman, aye; Smeins, aye; Zietlow, aye.
Carried.

Motion was made by Overman, seconded
by Feldmann to approve the agreement
with Fagen, Friedman & Fulfrost LLP. This
will allow the district to use this law firm if
necessary. They specialize in social media
and cell phone issues. All ayes. Carried.

In a motion by Feldmann, seconded by
Overman the Board approved the Iowa
State University Clinical Experience
Agreement. All ayes. Carried.

Motion was made by Smeins, seconded by
Zietlow to approve the 2025-2026 Gifted
and Talented Education Program Hand-
book. All ayes. Carried.

In a motion by Feldmann, seconded by
Zietlow the 2025-2026 Voluntary Early
Separation Plan of Certified Staff and
Classified Staff was approved. The Board
approved a separation package of $60,000
for eligible certified employees with 110-
120 sick days remaining at the end of FY26
and $50,000 for eligible certified employ-
ees with under 110 sick days remaining at
the of FY26. Additionally, they approved a
separation package of $60,000 for eligible
classified employees with 110-120 sick
days remaining at the end of FY26 and
$50,000 for eligible classified employees
with under 110 sick days remaining at the
end of FY26. These funds will be paid out
in three equal installments into a Health
Reimbursement Arrangement account.
The first installment will begin in August
of 2026. All ayes. Carried.

Supt. Osterhaus presented the board with
a brief financial overview of the district.
Topics discussed were enrollment, un-
spent authorized budget, solvency ratio,
percent of revenue spent, salaries/benefits
ratio and new money information.

Supt. Osterhaus, Erika Vanderloop and
Melissa Conner will be attending a budget
workshop hosted by Iowa School Finance
and Information Services on January 29th
at the AEA in Elkader.

FCCLA will be raising money for the Ron-
ald McDonald House by hosting an ugly
sweater/hat day in December.

Mike Feldmann and Pam Overman will
serve on the December audit committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:38 p.m.
in a motion by Overman, seconded by
Zietlow. All ayes. Carried.

Fun planned for Monday
by Taylor Saunders

Happy Friday Wildcats! As you
may already know, Monday, Dec. 22, is
MV’s Fun day right before Christmas break.

Seniors Keely Recker and Karly
Kerch both indicated excitement for what
the student council has planned.  Keely
says, “I really like the idea and think it will
be very fun. We didn’t have fun days like
this before and think people will really en-
joy it” Karly also mentioned, “The idea is a
very fun activity for students. In previous
years we have just stayed at the school and
have done things in classes which gets bor-
ing after a while. This will allow students to
have all kinds of fun”

Senior student council member
Maya Smith said there’s a clear motive for
the plan. “This is a new attempt to keep
kids engaged and keep them in school for
the day as we've struggled with attendance
on the days before breaks before. The stu-
dent council always wants to do fun things.
We're excited to see how this day turns out,
with the hope that we can do more things
like this in the future. There will be bowl-
ing, bags, coloring activities, board games
and arcade games. This is a great celebra-
tion before break, and the student council
can’t wait to have some fun!”

We will run a 1:05 dismissal schedule.
8:03-8:32: All students will report to their
1st hour classrooms. Whilst student coun-
cil members report to Mr. Palmer’s room.
8:35-9:00: All students will report to their
2nd hour classrooms. Student councils
members will be transported to Manches-
ter with Mr. Palmer and Mrs. McDermott.
9:00-9:10: Load buses & check-in. All stu-
dents must ride the bus-no personal trans-
portation permitted.

9:10: Buses will leave for Manchester.
9:30-11:30: The Alley!

Cornhole - FREE

Board/Card Games - FREE

Bowling - FREE

Pool - $1 per game

11:30: Load buses

11:40: Depart back to Delhi.

12:00-12:30: Lunch

12:30-1:05: Open gym (HS)

Student council members would
like for the students to dress in any holiday
clothing you have (ugly sweater/PJ’s/Santa
hats/etc.)!



Sporfs Gonne-reon

Boys defeat Central City, Clayton Ridge, fall to Beckman

by Maya Smith

Last weekend, MV hosted the
Beckman Catholic Trailblazers for an af-
ternoon of exciting basketball. Maquoketa
Valley kept it close throughout the game
and even outscored Beckman 17-13 in the
final quarter but lost 63-53.

Brady Wall led with 15 points fol-
lowed by Anderson Holtz with 14. Lukas
Chesnut chipped in eight along with four
assists. Dylan Knipper pulled down 10 re-
bounds.

This week, our boys have a busy
schedule. On Tuesday, they traveled to
Clayton Ridge. The Eagles proved no chal-
lenge for the boys; they won 55-26. How-
ever, on Tuesday, the Central City Wildcats
were a bit of a tougher challenge. However,
our boys came away victorious, 68-45.

Coach Conner comments: “Clay-
ton Ridge is well coached, and they play a
style of defense that we don't see a lot. We
struggled early to figure out their zone and
were forcing some shots or just not moving
the ball well enough to get the shots that we
wanted. I didn’t think we played that poor-
ly; we just seemed to be a bit confused by
their defense. I was really happy with how
we adjusted at halftime. We moved the ball
better and got in gaps of their zone to create
scoring opportunities for us. Brady found
his shot in the 2nd half and did a nice job
of getting himself to the hoop to do that.
I have been really impressed with how Eli
has come off the bench and contributed for
us this year as well. We did a lot of things
well in the 2nd half that we can continue to
build on or refer back to when we see that
type of defense again”

Here are some game stats:

Points: Brady Wall, 17; Eli Dougherty, 15
Rebounds: Eli Dougherty, 5; Lukas Chesnut,
4; Anderson Holtz, 4

Assists: Anderson Holtz, 6

When asked about the Central
City game, Conner says: “It was a quick
turnaround for our guys after the late night
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at Clayton Ridge the night before. We al-
lowed 21 first-quarter points, which I was
not happy with. I thought we played pret-
ty well offensively; we just didn’t execute
our press as we are capable of, and Central
City got some wide-open looks because of
it. Once we adjusted and made them take
tougher shots in the half-court, we played
much better. Lukas played offensively for
us and will hopefully gain confidence from
it going forward. Brady had another good
night and led us in scoring. We showed yet
again that we are really good at making ad-
justments at halftime and executing them
in the 2nd half. Hopefully, we can build oft
of what we did in the first two games this
week and come ready to go against Mar-
quette Catholic on Friday night”
Here are some game stats:

Points: Brady Wall, 17; Lukas Chesnut, 12;
Preston Salow, 10

Preston Salow looks
to the hoop Tuesday
night in the match-
up with Central
City. Salow had

10 points for the
night. (photo by Ella
Reicher)

—

Rebounds: Dylan Knipper, 6; Brady Wall, 5
Assists: Anderson Holtz, 6; Lukas Chesnut,
5

When asked about their season
so far, senior Anderson Holtz said, “It has
been good. We are pushing each other in
practice, and it has been great having the
8th graders push our JV as well. We got off
to a good start with a couple of early wins
and need to keep building oft of it into the
next half of the season”

When asked about their season
goals, DaShawn Strickland said, “Our ma-
jor season goal is to be Tri-Rivers Confer-
ence Champions. So far, we've been unde-
feated in our conference. We have a good
chance at it, as long as we don’t let up on the
gas now.

Tonight, the boys and girls play
Marquette Catholic, and the student sec-
tion theme is Christmas!



Girls basketball moves to #5 in rankings

by Cadence Miller

With two more wins under their
belt, Maquoketa Valley is continuing to
earn some respect as they move up to #5
(from #7) in the latest IGHSAU rankings.

Saturday afternoon, MV hosted
Beckman Catholic and planned to show no
mercy. MV led 26-7 after the first quarter,
and later defeated the Trailblazers 58-38.

Grace Richter led Wildcat scoring
with 19 points, with eight of those from the
freeethrow lin. Audra Burbridge added 16,
and Lanni Beaman put up 15 points, nine
from the three-point arc. Macee Nolan had
five points, while Jeanie Teymer and Khloe
Glew added two and one points, respective-
ly.

Audra Burbridge was credited
with eight steals, four rebounds and five as-
sists. Richter and Madison Thompson each
had four rebounds. McKenna Mineart had
four assists.

The Maquoketa Valley Wildcats
girls’ basketball team continued their un-
defeated run with a commanding 77-24
victory over Clayton Ridge on December
15. From the opening tip, the Wildcats set
the tone with relentless energy, racing out
to a 26-4 lead in the first quarter. Their de-
fensive pressure forced turnovers and lim-
ited Clayton Ridge’s scoring opportunities,
while the offense flowed smoothly through
both perimeter shooting and inside finish-
es. By halftime, Maquoketa Valley had built
a comfortable cushion, and the second half
only widened the gap as the Wildcats show-
cased their depth and teamwork.

Sophomore Audra Burbridge once
again proved why she is one of the teams
most dynamic players. Averaging nearly
20 points per game this season, Burbridge
sparked the offense with early baskets and
continued to contribute across the board
with rebounds and assists. Senior Grace
Richter added her trademark efficiency,
shooting over 56 percent from the field and
knocking down shots from beyond the arc
at a 50 percent clip. Richter also dominated
the boards, pulling down more than six re-
bounds per game, giving the Wildcats sec-
ond-chance opportunities and controlling
the tempo. Senior Lanni Beaman provided
perimeter scoring, hitting threes and free
throws with consistency, while Madison
Thompson added toughness on the glass.
Junior McKenna Mineart steadied the
backcourt with her passing and ball con-
trol, helping the Wildcats maintain rhythm

Class 2A
School Record Last Week

1 Treynor 5-0 1

2 Denver 5-0 2
3 Rock Valley 5-0 3
4 Central Lyon 5-0 4
5 Maquoketa Valley 5-0 5
6 West Lyon 5-2 6
7 Hinton 5-1 7
8 AC/GC 6-0 8
T9 Emmetsburg 6-1 T9
T9 Sioux Central 5-1 T9
10 Grundy Center 7-0 10
n Pocahontas Area 5-0 n
12 lowa City Regina 7-1 12
13 Riverside 5-1 14
14 Earlham 6-1 13
15 Mount Ayr 7-0 NR

throughout the contest.

The highlight reel was filled with
moments that reflected the team’s balance.
Burbridge’s three-pointer in the opening
minutes ignited a 10-0 run that set the
tone. Richter’s work in the paint kept Clay-
ton Ridge on their heels, while Beaman’s
corner three in the third quarter pushed the
lead past 40 points. The defense sealed the
win by holding Clayton Ridge scoreless in
the final quarter, a testament to the Wild-
cats’ intensity and focus.

With the win, Maquoketa Valley
improved to 5-0 overall and remained atop
the Tri-Rivers West Conference standings.
Their scheduled game against Central City
on December 16 was canceled due to Cen-
tral Citry not fielding a varsity team, giving
them extra rest before their highly antici-
pated matchup against Marquette Catholic
on December 19.

As the Wildcats prepare for that
battle of unbeatens, their dominant per-
formance against Clayton Ridge serves as
proof that they are not only undefeated,
but also playing some of the most complete
basketball in the conference.

oliday pbreak Is a grea

time to get your
community service
forms updated and
signed. You don’t have

to wait until May to
turn them in. Drop them
off in her room and pic
up a new form!

Engelken finishes third
at North Cedar tourney,

team seventh
by Alaina Mead

Last Saturday the boys wrestling
team traveled to North Cedar to compete
against 8 other teams where they placed
7th. Kyle Engleken (157) placed 3rd with a
pin in the second period of his final match.
Tyler Beitz (215) and Sawyer Kemp (190)
placed 4th, both losing in tough third place
matches. Kipton Thompson (175) and
Brayden Schuster (150) placed 5th with
quick pins in their final matches. Dalton
Africa (165) and Maverick Domeyer (132)
both placed 7th, Africa with a pin and
Domeyer receiving a bye.

Yesterday the Wildcats had a dual
at Monticello and this weekend they will
have a tournament at North Linn. Results
to come in the next Echo. Good luck, Wild-
cats!

Athlete of the Week

Name: Alaina Leytem

What does your history with dance look
like? I have never
really danced until
joining the high
school dance team

How has dance
evolved for you
throughout your
years of experi-
ence? Throughout
my years, [ have
improved so much
which I am so grateful for my teammates
from all of their help. I have grow more
and more thankful for my dance family
too.

What’s your favorite routine you’ve
ever been a part of? What did you like
about it? My favorite routines that I have
been a part of would be Liv and Josie’s
scary dance freshman year and my and
Isabella’s country kick routine last year. I
loved their vibes and they were just so fun
to perform.

How will your participation in dance
affect your future? My participation in
dance will absolutely make me a better
leader along with improving my com-
munication skills and just overall being a
better teammate.



by Arianna
Nolan

Welcome back, Divers, to another
edition of Deep Dive! Although it's warm-
ing up this week, we all know how unpre-
dictable Towa weather can be, so I figured
we would look at a chilly sea creature, the
Snowflake Eel. The Snowflake Eel resides
in the rocky, shallow parts of the water and
is very commonly seen by people, as it can
be seen swimming in the open. It grows to
be about 2.3 feet (0.7 meters), and it usually
eats reef crabs with their pebble-like teeth.

Despite the name, these creatures
are mostly found in the tropical waters,
such as the Hawaiian reefs. These crea-
tures are very important to the Hawaiian
reefs, but due to water pollution and trash
in the oceans, these reefs are slowly being
destroyed. Due to this, it's important to be
wary about what you are throwing away
and where, and how much pollution you
are letting into the air.

With this in mind, I hope you all
have a fintastic winter break, and I will sea
you all next time!

photo by Jaelyn Butikofer

Where in the school can you find this object? Be the first one to correctly name
the place to Mrs. Temple to win something from the prize box!

Knut runs through the forest
and hears the people behind him as they
run to keep up. This is all a part of his
plan, and now he just has to hope that
Lyra stayed at the gate. Knut finds the
wall and follows it, slowing down to
blend in more. The foot trail that leads
into the forest has just faded away,
and the warriors following him seem
more hesitant to follow. Knut has been
through bigger forests than this one and
knows how to avoid getting lost.

The wind whistles through the
tops of the trees, and an eerie feeling
falls over the forest as if it knows Knut’s

Fantagy Fiction: The battle of many but few

A series

by Abby Nieman
plan. Knut trips over a vine that seems to
be moving. The sound of the fall alerts
knights following him. Knut runs into the
forest away from the wall. The knights
keep going around the wall. Knut walks
back to the wall and continues forward.
That was not part of his plan. Knut’s hand
falls on the wall and runs along it. The
small details on the wall make designs that
seem familiar. For a part of the wall that no
one sees, someone put a lot of effort into it.
Knut’s hand falls to his side as he comes
to the corner of the wall. “Halfway there,”
Knut whispers to himself. Knut reaches the
kingdom’s east entrance, the one closest to

the castle and the dungeon.

The walk to
the castle is easy, as
there is no one in the
kingdom out. The cas-
tle is unguarded. Knut]
walks in and goes
straight to the dun-
geon. The door slides
open with a squeak.
“That’s weird. They
never come down here
at this time,” one ofl
the prisoners said. Knut walks down to
the last cell and sees Warin staring back
at him.




One af a 'Time

by Arianna Nolan
The sound
of festive songs
fills the radio while
the school hallway

blinds you with
brightly ~ colored
holiday decora-

tions, as you slowly

count down the days until break. Christ-
mas break is an important time for every-
one, and fortunately, most of us have lov-
ing families that will give us gifts over the
holidays or make great memories with. But
some of us aren’t that lucky. This is why this
Christmas, I believe we should give the gift
of kindness. There are many pathways you
can take to make this possible so that ev-
eryone enjoys the gift of a great Christmas.

How do we know people are
spending the holidays alone? A study done
by AMFM Mental Health Treatment states
that 14 million Americans will be spending
the holidays alone this year. This could be
for a variety of reasons that are personal,
whether it be the cost of travel, discon-
nection from family, or being tied up with
work. The same study states that spending
the holidays alone causes immense sadness
for them, anxiety, and intense feelings of
loneliness.

So, how can we help? If you know
your friend is spending Christmas alone,
you can always brighten their Christmas by
simply making them a card or gifting them
something. It doesn’t have to be huge, but a
little goes a long way. This way, they don't
feel forgotten or have dread about the holi-
day.

All it takes is the power of kind-
ness to make a dreadful holiday for some-
one into something special. Anad Meta
LMFT from AMFM states, “We often think
of Christmas as a time of joy, but for many
people, it becomes a mirror for everything
they are missing” By including people in
small groups of Secret Santa, Friendmas,
or something similar, we can help the large
population in America that dreads this hol-
iday and turn it into something special that
everyone can feel included in. I hope that
with advice in mind, you go on to spread
holiday cheer. I love you all, and I hope you
all have a fantastic break!
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Emma Weets

Name: Gage Camp

Siblings: Jozie

Activities you plan to be in: Basketball and
Golf

Favorite subject: Earth Science

Career aspirations: I want to play college
basketball

Hobbies: Sports and pool

Something cool about you: I live on the
lake

Name: Emma Weets

Siblings: Lucas, Vickie, Esme, Olivia, Dal-
las, Charleigh

Activities you plan to be in: Speech
Favorite subject: Earth Science

Career aspirations: Vet tech

Hobbies: Camping, hunting, and fishing
Something cool about you: I have rode a
camel

Name: Maverick Domeyer

Siblings: Mason and Maddox

Activities you plan to be in: Baseball, Golf,
and Basketball

Favorite subject: Welding

Career aspirations: Powersports Mechanic
Hobbies: Outdoors, baseball, and riding
dirt bikes

Something cool about you: I like to fish

—typist: MaryEllen Smith

Corner

—compiled by Grace Richter
It’s our last Echo before break! Merry
Christmas everyone!

[Which month is the coldest at the North
Pole? Decembrrrrr.

(Where do cows go on Christmas? To the
moo-vies.

Why couldn’t the elf pay his rent? He came
up a little short.

(Why did the reindeer cross the road? It
was the chicken’s day off.

(Why is Santa such a good shopper? Be-
cause he makes a list, then checks it twice.

New Chances .S

01 - You Always Win

This chapter is a little short, but
it’s important. Let’s say you're in a relation-
ship. You are fully convinced your partner
is a cheater. You keep telling yourself they’ll
leave. You start to act like it and keep re-
peating the same outcome. In the end, your
partner leaves. You sit and cry over your
loss, but in reality, you won. You convinced
yourself they would leave to the point you
acted like it. Your partner then left.

You may think that you lost be-
cause your partner left you. In reality, you
won. You made a situation that wasn't even
true, and you stuck with that. In the end,
you won. We as humans will always win.
If you tell yourself something will happen,
then it will.

If you think you will lose the game,
you will lose. If you think you will win, you
may win. No matter what the outcome is to
your thoughts, you still won.

5 Prep
| time

Large group
speech season
| isin full gear
now with
students
rehearsing for
| contents in
January.




